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RENEWABLE ENERGY — REGIONS 
739. Ms D.G. D’ANNA to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to creating jobs and driving economic development 
throughout regional Western Australia. Can the minister update the house on how the government’s significant 
investment in renewable green energy is supporting local businesses and stimulating local economies throughout 
regional Western Australia? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
I am very pleased to answer the question. I know how deeply committed to fighting greenhouse gas emissions the 
member for Kimberley is. 
I am very pleased to say that we have awarded two contracts to local Kimberley businesses to install solar panels 
on Derby Hospital as part of the government’s WA recovery plan. It will see 364 kilowatts of rooftop solar installed 
on Derby Hospital that will provide 40 per cent of the hospital’s energy needs and save 334 tonnes of carbon 
emissions each year. It builds on other projects in Derby that have seen 283 kilowatts of rooftop solar installed on 
premises of the Shire of Derby–West Kimberley. That has seen a $130 000 reduction in electricity charges and 
460 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions saved. As part of this project, we will also see 1 100 new smart LED streetlights 
installed in Derby, which are obviously much more energy efficient, but also much brighter. I understand from 
talking to people in Derby that they are very welcome because it has increased people’s feeling of security in the 
town in the evenings. Of course, it also allows us to remotely monitor the lights and, therefore, get them repaired 
faster when we detect a fault through Horizon’s management of that project. It is just another example of our 
continued commitment to renewable energy in this state. 
I want to say, too, that today I was very privileged to join a number of people, including the member for Willagee, 
for lunch with Simon Trott, the Rio Tinto chief executive, iron ore; Brandon Craig, the asset president of BHP iron 
ore; Gerhard Veldsman, the chief executive officer of Roy Hill; and Dino Otranto, the chief operating officer for 
iron ore for Fortescue Metals Group. It was really interesting that all of them were telling us about their enormous 
commitments to renewable energy and that we can expect to see more renewable energy installations in 
Western Australia over the next 12 months to two years than anywhere else in Australia. 
The SPEAKER: The member for Vasse with the last question. 
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